660

In America, we deeply value the culture
and the contribution of Mexican Americans.
The United States is a richer place, a more
vibrant place, because people who have—
claim Mexican heritage now are called
United States citizens. And today we honor
those Mexican Americans who live in Amer-
ica, and we consider ourselves fortunate to
have Mexico as a friend and a neighbor.

And so my toast is to Mexico and to the
United States and the people therein. Que
Dios los bendiga. Feliz Cinco de Mayo.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:51 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Arturo Sarukhan Casamitjana. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Memorandum on Proposed
Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the
Russian Federation for Cooperation
in the Field of Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

May 5, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Proposed Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Russian
Federation for Cooperation in the Field of
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation for Coopera-
tion in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy, along with the views, recommenda-
tions, and statements of interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the Agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby
approve the proposed Agreement and au-
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thorize the Secretary of State to arrange for
its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized to
publish this determination in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2008]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 6, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on May 14.

Remarks on Signing a Bill To Award
the Congressional Gold Medal to
Aung San Suu Kyi

May 6, 2008
I just signed a bill passed by the leaders

of the Senate and the House—who have
joined me—to honor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
the—with the Congressional Gold Medal.

This is a fitting tribute to a courageous
woman who speaks for freedom for all the
people of Burma and who speaks in such a
way that she’s a powerful voice in contrast
to the junta that currently rules the country.

Burma’s been hit by a terrible natural dis-
aster. Laura and I and Members of the Sen-
ate and the House here express our heartfelt
sympathy to the people of Burma. The
United States has made an initial aid con-
tribution, but we want to do a lot more.
We’re prepared to move U.S. Navy assets to
help find those who've lost their lives, to help
find the missing, to help stabilize the situa-
tion. But in order to do so, the military junta
must allow our disaster assessment teams
into the country.

So our message is to the military rulers:
Let the United States come and help you
help the people. Our hearts go out to the
people of Burma. We want to help them deal
with this terrible disaster. And at the same
time, of course, we want them to live in a
free society.

I want to thank you for your leadership.
Thank you for your determination to send
a message that America stands with this cou-
rageous woman. Thank you.



